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this book talks about human spirit and its manifestations a civilizational perspective image
and expectations china from the perspective of the other lecture series civilization
communication and mutual enrichment and civilizational problems a cavalier perspective
civilization is a kind of spiritual achievements with a holistic feature that is structural but
not easy to see thoroughly in culture this determines that dialogue among civilizations is not
only a continuous and holistic cultural exchange activity but also a material and spiritual
exchange activity in different fields with the growth of international peace power represented
by china the cultural exchanges and mutual learning activities among all ethnic groups in the
world will be further promoted at a new height and breadth the academic research on dialogue
among civilizations followed in this book will also contribute to the arrival of this era this
book is suitable for general readers and scholars who are interested in chinese culture chinese
civilization cultural exchanges and mutual enrichment

about 5 000 years ago the first urban societies developed laying the foundations for the first
civilizations nearly all civilizations share the same few features they have abundant food
surpluses contained cities political bureaucracies armies defined religious and social
hierarchies and long distance trading ancient egyptian culture flourished between c¢ 5500 bce
with the rise of technology as evidenced in the glass work of faience and 30 bce with the death
of cleopatra vii the last ptolemaic ruler of egypt it is famous today for the great monuments
which celebrated the triumphs of the rulers and honored the gods of the land the culture is
often misunderstood as having been obsessed with death but had this been so it is unlikely it
would have made the significant impression it did on other ancient cultures such as greece and
rome neolithic means e new stone e even though agriculture was the crowning achievement of the
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period civilizations started out small agriculture at first tended to tie only small groups
together these groups also all settled along rivers important as a reliable and predictable
source of water as time passed families usually worked the same plot of land over successive
generations leading to the concept of ownership ancient mortars and grinding tools unearthed in
a large mound in the zagros mountains of iran reveal that people were grinding wheat and barley
about 11 000 years ago grass pea wild wheat wild barley and lentils were found throughout the
site including some of the earliest known samples this was much further east than most sites
known for early agriculture this book furnishes with utmost facility to all classes of readers
the needed information on ancient civilization the unusual variety of the subject makes this a
work of endless fascination

this book describes the interactions between various civilizations and societies along the silk
road between 500 bce and 1500 ce the period from the first encounters of ancient greek and
persian civilizations to the time when maritime exchanges between europe and asia exceeded
those on land starting with the genesis and features of different civilizations the book
focuses on the history and exchange of different cultures along the silk road zhang gian s
successful pioneering feats which inaugurated the opening stretch of the silk road the origins
and dissemination of zoroastrianism buddhism christianity manichaeism nestorian christianity
and islam the westward spread of papermaking and printing and long distance exchanges of
scripts and spoken language music architecture painting and sculpture it also outlines the
historically significant migrations of various peoples from east to west such as the xiongnu
yuezhi han giang hephthalites turkic groups uyghurs mongols and xibe the author has interwoven
facts anecdotes and his own experiences of study throughout the book making it a fascinating
history reader and cultural primer this book thus will be an essential read for students and
scholars of eurasian studies and chinese history and those who are interested in the history of
the silk road in general

that hold a particular fascination for modern readers alongside a broader contextual panorama
of the global cultures that shaped the ancient world the book has over 1 000 colour and black
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and white illustrations book jacket

beautifully illustrated in full color with detailed maps and lavish photographs throughout the
encyclopedia of ancient civilizations of the near east and mediterranean provides a
comprehensive political and social history of the ancient civilizations of mesopotamia egypt
greece and rome this handsome accessibly written reference work presents in one convenient
volume a detailed view of each civilization using specially prepared and researched maps site
plans from archeological fieldwork highly informative text and colorful photographs and
illustrations fifty four magnificent full color spreads supplement the material providing an in
depth visually exciting focus on specific aspects of the history including ziggurats the
origins of writing warfare in the ancient near east greek medicine pompeii roman roads and
constantinople

in this new paperback edition of early civilizations of the old world charles keith maisels
traces the development of some of the earliest and key civilizations in history in each case
the ecological and economic background to growth geographical factors cross cultural
intersection and the rise of urbanism are examined explaining how particular forms of social
structure and cultural interaction developed from before the neolithic period to the time of
the first civilizations in each area this volume challenges the traditional assumption of a
band tribe chiefdom state sequence and instead demonstrates that large complex societies can
flourish without social classes and the state as dramatically shown by the indus civilization
such features as the use of childe s urban revolution theory as a means of comparison for each
emerging civilization and the discussion of the emergence of archaeology as a scientific
discipline make early civilizations of the old world a valuable innovative and stimulating work

a textbook covering the history of civilization from the prehistoric period to looking towards
the 21st century

volume ii presents an account of various population movements and cultural exchanges in central
asia between 700 b ¢ and 250 a d important nomadic tribal cultures such as the kushans emerged
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during this period contacts between the mediterranean and the indus valley were reinforced by
the campaigns of alexander the great and under his successors the progressive syncretism
between zoroastrianism greek religion and buddhism gave rise to a new civilization instituted
by the parthians known for its artistic creations under kushan rule central asia became the
crossroads of a prosperous trade between the mediterranean and china along the silk route
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